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December 4, 2012

Jen Wijetunga
Chesapeake Bay Trust

60 West Street, Suite 405

Annapolis, MD 21401


Dear Ms. Wijetunga:

Blue Water Baltimore would like to offer its full support for the rain garden restoration project being proposed at Independence School Local 1.  Having met with the school’s principal and several members of the faculty Green Team, we are greatly impressed with the school’s inquiry-based teaching style and their sincere interest in not only reducing their stormwater footprint, but in folding in such practices to their regular curriculum.
Blue Water Baltimore is a community based restoration, education, and advocacy organization working to achieve clean water in Baltimore’s rivers, streams, and harbor.  We work in Baltimore neighborhoods to assist residents and organizations in creating vibrant natural environments so that city life is healthier and more livable.  

We are greatly energized by the prospect of working with Independence School on this effort.  The school has already reached out to their neighbor, the Academy for College and Career Exploration, to learn about that schools extensive greening efforts, and they are anxious add to the innovative greening efforts in this community.   This is exactly the type of momentum we had hoped to generate in working with schools and residents with our Water Audit program, and we believe that this next round of greening will generate enthusiasm with other groups as stormwater reduction and general greening efforts take root in Baltimore.
This project is a valuable opportunity for significant stormwater reduction along the Jones Falls, and our first opportunity to show synergy between local schools on restoration projects with strong curricular components. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 410-254-1577 x103 or atraut@bluewaterbaltimore.org.

Sincerely,
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Ashley Traut

Senior Program Manager – Stormwater & Community Outreach
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