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Registration
Please mail or fax completed and signed registration form by June 14, 2013 to:

Attn: Beth Mathie

Great Kids Farm


or
fax: 410-788-8079
6601 Baltimore National Pike

Catonsville, MD 21228

Participating Teacher ___Mathew Hand_______ Date __6/11/13___________

Email__MHand@bcps.k12.md.us__ Contact number _443-642-2504_______

Participating School Name and Number ___Independence School Local 1_____
School Address __1250 W. 36th Street Balto, MD 21211_______________

Administrator at Participating School__Kelly Caswell, Director______________
Administrator Email__KJCaswell@bcps.k12.md.us_ School Phone Number_443-642-2504___

The following requested information has no bearing on the selection process for the Healthy Eating, Healthy Living program.  It will be strictly used for Great Kids Farm to prepare instruction and supplies throughout the program.
Subject(s) Taught _Health, Environmental Science ________________________

Average number of ninth grade students taught per day___40_________________
The following questions are to be answered using a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being the lowest rating and 5 the highest.
How familiar are you with gardening topics? 


1

2

3

4

5

How comfortable are you discussing/teaching gardening topics with your students?



1

2

3

4

5

How familiar are your 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and/or 9th  grade students with gardening topics?



1

2

3

4

5

Does your school currently have a living educational space? ___yes___ If yes, please briefly describe the space 

The school sits on six acres, with an upper field in back and sizable land around the school with a large parking lot in front.  The unique academic program creates a necessity for outdoor classrooms in the front of the school and a field area in the back.  The side yard currently has an asphalt area for basketball and the front has a vegetable garden, small fruit trees, and a memorial rose garden.    

Do you currently utilize the living educational space? __yes____ If yes, please briefly describe how the space is incorporated into your curriculum 
The academic program of the school embodies three principles: authentic learning through the real world; dealing with children one mind at a time; and providing a forum in which student form a strong social identity with respect to their history and their surroundings.   Independence students learn about the urban water cycle, photo-synthesis, and bio-diversity through our grounds and gardens. We are currently working in partnership with Maryland Institute College of Art, Real Foods Farm and Blue Water Baltimore to further incorporate our green space into grade 9-12 curriculum. Our coordinated and cohesive environmental curriculum will connect every student at every grade level to the green space by way of maintaining the gardens, studying how part of Hampden has an effect on the urban water cycle, using our outdoors to study the microcosm of the larger environment.  We also have an active Green Team composed of students, parents, teachers, administrators, and community members who have worked together on developing curriculum, clean-up and conservation projects, a school-wide recycling program, creating and maintaining gardens, and educating students and parents on conservation strategies. 

What do you hope to accomplish by participating in the Healthy Eating, Healthy Living Program? 

We see the Healthy Eating, Healthy Living Program as a perfect conduit for meeting our charter’s commitment to tying student learning to the local and global environment. We are lucky to be located on six acres of land, and want to maximize our capacity to connect our curriculum to our surroundings. We will ultimately see the HEHL program as successful if our students come out of the program asking questions about what they eat, where it comes from, and what environmental effects will come as a result of personal and political choices.
Applications will not be accepted without both a teacher and administrator signature

I ____Mathew Hand______________ (participating teacher) agree to the responsibilities outlined in the Healthy Eating, Healthy Living guidance document.
_________________________________
_____________



Teacher Signature




Date
I ____Kelly Caswell___________ (principal of partnering school) agree to responsibilities outlined in Healthy Eating, Healthy Living guidance document and support ___Mathew Hand’s_ (participating teacher) participation in this program.

_________________________________
_____________



Principal Signature



Date
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