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Reaping a Harvest
Student workers donate collard greens to Keswick Multi-Care Center
Baltimore, MD, July 15, 2013–In a modest, raised bed  to the left of the front yard students have worked hard and are reaping harvest from a vegetable garden. Autumn Dunham and Frederick Olson are rising juniors who have been hired to work at Independence through Baltimore City’s summer YouthWorks program. Both student workers were asked to help harvest collard greens that were planted during the school year by the Green Team to make a donation to the local Keswick Multi-Care Center.
Independence’s Green Team is led by special educator, Carin Kirikos and is comprised of student volunteers who work at greening initiatives and education in anticipation that Independence will achieve Maryland Green School Status, a title that few Baltimore area schools have obtained. Ms.Kirikos worked with Autumn and Frederick to carefully harvest over 50lbs of collard greens that were graciously received by Chef Glen, the executive chef at the Keswick Multi-Care Center. 

“Our efforts aren’t just to serve ourselves but to serve the community also. What we learn and do here, we want to bring back to this local community and to society at large.” 






--- Kirikos
When asked about her experience in the harvesting a donating of the vegetables, Autumn noted the care taken to cut the greens from the base and to discard the leaves with holes in them “because no one would eat them.” She smiled while discussing the impact the work has had on her;
“It feels great to give to people who need it. I hope they use it because we worked really hard!” 
For updates on our greening efforts and to see pictures visit our new website, www.independenceschool.org. 
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